We are an Easter People
In these times of social and physical distancing, protocols, and inconveniences, we draw
upon our Catholic community to continue to guide and help us to maintain hope and
positivity that this too shall pass as we look to brighter moments ahead. In this
uncertain time, one thing that we do know for certain is that the Celtic community
continues to inspire us each and every day. Our Lenten journey is coming to a close
and what better way than to have the chrysalis and butterfly adorn our school foyer
– these symbols are the focal point of our Pastoral theme of Gathered to Become. This
week we asked students to share with us their transformation stories. Our Jamboard
was filled with comments about transformation through reaching out and asking for
help, to encourage others to do things and face their fears; to work tirelessly to be the
best version of themselves for others and amongst it all to stay as positive as we
can. We find inspiration in the words and actions of our students in person and in our
virtual classrooms.
Thank you for your commitment to our school community. We wish all of the blessings
of Easter upon you and your families.

In this issue...














I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:18-19)




Your Celtic Staff








Message from the Director of Education
Click Here for a Special Easter Message
from the Director of Education, Loretta Notten.
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Spring Break & Quad 3 Final Assessments
As previously communicated March Break has been postponed to the week of April 12-16 for all Ontario schools.
As a result of the March Break being moved to April 12-16, we have made some adjustments to the Quad 3 and 4
calendars to support overall student achievement and wellbeing.
Final Assessment days have been moved to April 8 (Period 1) & April 9 (Period 2). These two days will be fully remote,
synchronous assessment days. Following the April break, April 19 and 20 will continue to be Assessment and
Evaluation (A&E) days for the purpose of credit recovery, rescue, and reporting (NO face to face or remote classes).

Quad 4
Quad 4 will begin on April 21 as a fully remote, synchronous day. (Semester 2, Period 3 and Period 4)
Teachers will have the opportunity to virtually meet all students in their course(s), and to share course overviews and
expectations.
All students are expected to virtually attend both their Period 3 and Period 4 for the synchronous component.
Asynchronous learning is a general term used to describe forms of education, instruction, and learning that do not
occur in the same place or at the same time.
April 22nd—Adapted Schedule Begins
LINK: Quad 4 Calendar

Student Timetables:
Accessing Login page:
The Aspen Student Portal can be accessed from your ‘My Apps’ page by clicking this icon →
(https://wcdsb.myontarioedu.ca)
Logging into Student Portal:
To login, click on the button circled in GREEN.
NOTE: If you are logging in from a WCDSB Board computer or Chromebook, you will not be prompted
for your student WCDSB login and password. However, if prompted in a different window, enter your
student WCDSB login and password.
To find your schedule:
Click on the ‘My Info’ top tab > Click on the ‘Current Schedule’ side tab. If the schedule
is not appearing in the same format as the picture below, click
and the
‘List View’ will appear. Click on the column heading ‘Term’ to sort courses by Quad.

Term = Quad # and Schedule = Period #

Student Individual Education Plan Distribution
If your son or daughter is on an Individual Education Plan, paper copies have been mailed out.
Parents are asked to please review the IEP and sign the
consultation page. We highly encourage families to scan a
copy of the signed consultation page and email the electronic
copy to their child’s IEP monitor.
Families also have the option of having their child give the
signed consultation page to their teacher.

Student Success/Spec Ed.:
Community & Active Living Students = Maureen O'GRADY
A—Kowt = Garry KRAEHLING
Koy—Z = Steve BEDIC

Specialist High Skills Major

Visit www.highskills.ca for additional program information.
SHSM is not a course, it is a program which students have 2 years to complete (in grade 11 and 12).
Students can indicate interest in this program using myBlueprint and completing the
SHSM Planner on their High School Plan OR by contacting their guidance counsellor.
Additional questions can be sent to the SHSM Lead at Kristen.dietrich@wcdsb.ca

Used Uniform Items
We have several uniform pieces available to purchase. ($10 per piece)
Please complete the Used Uniform Request Form
Our chaplain will put the order together and let you know when it is available
to pick up.
Note: Some items and sizes may not be available.
Before taking them and/or making payment. please take a look at them to
see if they are the right sizes, etc.
Due to COVID restrictions, items cannot be tried on.

Need to update your contact information?
To update your contact information (address, phone number, email address, etc.)
please email Chris O’Connor at chris.OConnor@wcdsb.ca

Student Activity Council
March has flown by! We want to thank all
of our Celtics for their support with our
initiatives this month. We began the month
by acknowledging our namesake with the
Feast of St. David on March 1st and we had
a school full of crazy socks to mark Down
Syndrome Day on March 21st. We had the
opportunity to gave back to our community
through our amazing contributions to our
Lenten Food Drive, collecting over 800 food
items and more than $400 in donations
for the KW Food Bank.

Keep an eye out for a few things in the coming weeks, including our Multicultural Week, running April 6-9th.
Have a fantastic Easter!

Harbouring Hope
The Secondary Student Senate is excited to announce their board-wide initiative for this
year- Harbouring Hope- a Journey of Transformation; designed by students, for students.
Our mission - We are “Gathered to Become,” and through collaboration we can share hope
and positivity, allowing us to find light through these challenging and uncertain times.
Description:
Our Student Senate Initiative Harbouring Hope. This initiative is a board-wide collaboration of student entried of hope.
Submission themes are “Hope for our Future,” “Connections to Faith, “ and “Inclusivity and Diversity.” The medium is
up to you. It can be visual art, graphic art, shor stories, poems, etc.
Harbouring Hope: A Journey of Transformation will provide all students with the opportunity to showcase creativity.
Following the theme of “finding positivity in our daily lives, students are called upon to submit an original piece of
media in the form of a poem, graphic design, photo of visual artwork, or a short story. All submissions will be compiled
into a virtual scrapbook, which will be shared with our board community for viewing.
Submission options include but
are not limited to the following:
• Poems
• Graphic art
• Visual art
• Short stories

Some themes you could choose to submit pieces under,
include but are not limited to:
• Diversity
• Inclusivity
• Hope for YOUR future
• Hope for OUR future
• Connections to your faith

We welcome students of all grade levels to participate by submitting pieces for our HH scrapbook.
Please have submissions in no later than April 16,2021.
Contact: harbouringhope2021@gmail.com.
**Note: For the privacy of our students, last names, and schools will be kept confidential.

From your Celtic Guidance Team
Interested in a Summer credit?
St. Louis Continuing education is providing a number of online and some in-class courses this summer.
Please use the following link to find a list of courses offered. Summer School Registration
Summer School runs from Monday July 5th to Thursday July 29th
and requires a commitment of approximately six hours a day.
A student may take one full-credit course in summer in summer e-learning.
Civics and careers are half-credit e-learning courses - you can take one or both.

Attention Grade 12s:
Each student is REQUIRED to meet the following standards to receive their diploma:
- Successfully completed their diploma requirements of 30 credits as outlined by the Ministry of Education by the
end of June.
- Completed 20 hours of community service* (Must be submitted to guidance by April 26th )
Volunteer opportunities including virtual opportunities can be found at https://www.volunteerwr.ca/
- Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test* has been REMOVED as a requirement for students graduating in the
2020-2021 school year.
(*note - these requirements have been revised for students graduating in the year 2020-021 school year)

Interested in attending a College in the States?
Information regarding attending a US college/university and virtual webinars available to gain more information about
the process to attend the US for school at www.prepskills.com
https://uscollegeexpo.com/virtual-us-college-expo-canada

Post Secondary Applications:
Students are reminded to check the status of their applications online at the college and university application websites. All communication between the student and the post-secondary institution will be delivered through these websites and through your personal email. Due to COVID-19, it is important to check these sites regularly for updated information and timelines.

College Applicants:
May 1 is the deadline to accept your offer from the college you plan to attend. Students who have not yet applied to
college may be able to do so at this time. This will depend on the availability of the course to which you want to apply.
Please visit the www.ontariocolleges.ca website to determine if your desired program is still accepting applications.

University Applicants:
University acceptances continue to be issued until the end of May. June 1 is the deadline to accept your offer from the
university you plan to attend.If you do not receive an offer, there will be information sent out about universities that
still have space in programs by mid-June.

OSAP:
The Ontario Student Assistance Program is open for students to
apply for government loans and grants. Go to https://osap.go
Please feel free to reach out to your Guidance Counsellor
at any time for academic advice or support.
Regards,
St. David Guidance team

Graduation Information
Thank you for all who attended our graduation
presentations on Wednesday March 17th / Thursday
March 18th. If you were unable to attend one of these
meetings, the information has been uploaded to the
Grade 12 google classroom: 4qogszg
Due to the global pandemic and in consultation with Waterloo
Region Public Health and the WCDSB, our 2021 Graduation Ceremony will be a
virtual celebration. Date of the Graduation video release will be mid to late June
so please stay tuned for more information. A reminder that your 20 hours of
community service are due by April 26th, 2021.
Graduation photos are taking place the week of April 12th to 16th and April 19th
at the Lifetouch Studio at 907 Frederick St, Kitchener, ON N2B 2B9.
Please visit the google classroom for the link to book your appointment.
Please continue to visit the google classroom for updated scholarship
opportunities and any updates from the graduation committee.

Code: 4qogszg

Thank you from the Celtic Graduation Committee

St. David Model UN Tackles Global Food Insecurity
On February 11th, 2021 the St. David Model UN Team joined members of the
St. Mary’s Model UN Team to discuss the issues of food insecurity and to
explore innovative solutions, in our first virtual simulation of the 2021 season.
Much of the debate focused on the pandemic and how food insecurity has
become increasingly problematic with restrictions on global interactions.
Student delegates explored the benefits of new farming innovations, such as
vertical farming, while stressing the importance of supporting local farmers and
protecting culturally sustainable practices. The two and half hour event was
engaging and thought provoking. Ms Masojc and Mr. Kraehling would like to
congratulate each of the Model UN team members who participated in this
event. Notable mention to Paige Skoryk, delegate of Russia, who was named
Best Delegate for her ability to encourage discussion, cogently articulate a
position, and successfully achieve the mission of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization.
The St. David Model UN Team is currently preparing for future virtual simulations. In an ever-changing interconnected
world, discussing innovative solutions to solve global problems will create a foundation for a successful future. We
are proud of the performance of all our Team Members and acknowledge their efforts to continue to participate in
school events during this pandemic.
Model UN meetings are held every Thursday from 2:15pm until 3:15pm, if you like to join please contact Ms. Masojc
or Mr. Kraehling for more information.

A message from our Chaplain
Do you realize that a little over one year ago our teachers were in a
strike mode to protect our class sizes?
We were watching the news unfold that around the world a pandemic
was creeping towards us.
Our March break was extended by three weeks – and then we started
the unthinkable? Full time online learning?
That for the first time ever the whole world celebrated Holy Week, the Triduum and Easter Sunday online?
That high school graduation was a drive by event?
One year ago???? It feels like a lifetime ago – yet here we are in the year 2021, trying to navigate our way out of the
pandemic.
With all these major, intense and almost surreal life changing events we are still Gathered to Become.
As our School board’s pastoral theme for this school year Gathered to Become tells us, we are like a perfect chrysalis.
We are Gathered to Become transformed into even stronger, more confident, and self-reliant Children of God.
Like the cocoon of a butterfly we know that the pandamic is a transitional state and we will emerge even stronger as
Celtics who look out for each other.
The WCDSB has a beautiful theme song for this year –
Gathered to Become (https://www.wcdsb.ca/gathered-to-become/ Song starts at 3:27min)
And as the opening lyrics share…
Gathered to become United,
Gathered to be known as to belong.
We share the bread of life,
blessed and broken,
through our weakness we’re made strong…..
How amazing is that Celtics…through our weakness we are made strong! Never before in my chaplaincy career have I
seen such resilience in our staff and students as we made adjustment after adjustment. The word ‘pivot’ just rolls off
our tongues.
Like the butterfly that has been around for 200 million years (yes, you’ve read that correctly) we aren’t going anywhere.
We went into our cocoons during the first wave, emerged as the lockdown lifted and adjusted as best we could to cohorts, online and synchronous learning. Bravo.
And unlike the butterfly, we managed to hang in there for the 2nd wave….ready to emerge again as the restrictions
again lifted. We are a part of history and will certainly have stories to share with our descendants.
Like our grandparents who told us more than once they had to walk to school in a snowstorm, uphill (and both ways)
with milk bags in their boots, our legacy will be we had to contend with “you’re on mute” when the teacher spoke to a
blank screen of students and wearing masks, keeping a distance of six feet when at school!
So as we celebrate the Risen Christ we can look forward to this exciting next stage of our school lives….Gathered to
Become. We will continue to be shaped, and reshaped. Formed and transformed by the power of God’s word through
the Eucharist.
Gathered to become….by the Grace of the spirit we are healed and we
are reborn. Amen & Amen!
Have a blessed
Easter season,
Miss Annabel,
Chaplain

Accessing Student Supports
STRUGGLING?
ACCESS ACADEMIC SUPPORT VIRTUALLY
Attention St. David Community of Parents and Students:
Does this pandemic have you feeling a little more stressed than usual when it comes to finding success academically?
Not sure where to turn for help?
COVID-19 has forced all of us to adapt and find new ways of doing things, and that’s exactly what your Student Success
Team at St. David has done. We know you can’t drop into Room 229 for extra help or for tutoring, but you can arrange to
meet with a Student Support Teacher online through Microsoft Teams.

So during Quad 4, whether you have an IEP, need support with English as a second language, or just need help to
complete a task, just follow these simple steps below, and it can connect you with the academic help you need!
• Visit the school website https://stdavid.wcdsb.ca/
• From the main page, look for this icon:
• Click Click on St. David Student Supports link (the
picture with the coloured doors)
• From there, students can create a booking with
specific services, including Special
Education/Student Success
• When creating a booking, students must
select the service, and then enter their name and
school email address (@wcdsbcloud.ca) *make
sure you include the 'cloud' part of your email,
or you won't receive the link!
• Once created, a notification will be sent to the
student's email, as well as to the support teacher
that the booking has been created.
We encourage all students to use this support, especially during the
ASYNCHRONOUS days (those Remote Learning from Home days)
when they are not Face-to-Face with their teacher in the building.

Community Support Services
Kids Help Phone: 1-800-668-6868
Here 24/7 (Crisis Line): 1-844-437-3247
Front Door Access to Child and Youth Services: 519-749-2932
Women’s Crisis Services of Waterloo Region 24 hr crisis line: 519-742-5894 Link: Women’s Crisis Services of Waterloo Region
Families needing support with accessing food – Emergency Food Hamper Program: 519-742-0662 Link: House of Friendship
Community OutReach Workers are assigned to all neighborhoods in Waterloo Region and are an excellent resource to help
kids and families with supports and resources in the community. To find out who your OutReach worker is,
call 519-742-8327 x 240 or email info@familyoutreach.ca Link: Family Outreach Program

Mental Health & Wellbeing
Visit the WCDSB Mental Health and Wellness page. You can find resources here to grow your knowledge on mental health
& wellness topics, learn a variety of daily wellness practices that can help you manage stress, get connected when
additional supports are needed, and learn about how WCDSB is promoting wellness in our school communities.
On this page you can find a variety of links resources to promote wellness – both during the pandemic, and also more
general resources that can be promote positive mental health in our school communities.

April Mental Health Tip
With the upcoming breaks this month we may have a bit more time to explore new practices that
can support wellbeing. Not quite sure where to start? Check out the calming strategies section of
the new WCDSB Mental Health and Wellbeing page (https://www.wcdsb.ca/programs-andservices/mental-health-and-well-being-at-wcdsb/)! This is your one-stop shop for a wide range of
information including links to services in our community that can provide support if you’re
struggling, including the Kids Help Phone, Front Door, Ray of Hope, and Here 24/7.

April Study Hacks:
You may notice that during the pandemic it’s harder to concentrate, complete
assignments, sleep, remember things, and stay organized, which may be connected to the
ongoing stress we carry with us during a pandemic.
Here are a few tips that can help things get back on track:

COVID Test/Screening & Outbreak Protocol
Please continue to complete the DAILY COVID-19 School Self-Screening Tool and follow the direction of Public Health.
Click Here for: Operational Guidance: COVID-19 management in schools (Ontario.ca)

Region of Waterloo—Public Health
The Region of Waterloo (Health & Wellness) website provides direction for parents and caregivers regarding the role of
families, Public Health and schools and Coronavirus FAQ’s.

COVID 19 Updates
We encourage you to stay up to date on news from our government regarding the return
to in-person learning and the most current public health advice.
Visit Ontario.ca/covidresponse to learn about public health measures in our community.
We also suggest checking out the WCDSB website and Region of Waterloo Public Health website as they contain helpful resources
and supports.

NewsWire
Stay informed!
To receive news releases and updates via NewsWire, click here

Contact Information
Phone: 519-885-1340
Attendance Phone Number: 519-885-4352
Website: http://st.david.wcdsb.ca

If you need to contact your son's or daughter's teacher,
please feel free to contact them via email below:
To email a staff member please use the following
method: firstname.lastname@wcdsb.ca

If you need to contact your son's or daughter's Guidance Counsellor, Student Success and Special Education teachers
or Administrator, please feel free to contact them via email below:
Administrators:
A to I - Jordan FIGUEIREDO
J to S - Michael AMBEAU
T to Z (& International) - Glenda LEUSINK
Student Success/Spec Ed.:
Community & Active Living Students = Maureen O'GRADY
A—Kowt = Garry KRAEHLING
Koy—Z = Steve BEDIC

Guidance Counsellors:
Last Name A to E - Kristen DIETRICH
Last Name F to O - Jennifer NAGY
Last Name P to Z - Karen KUENEMAN
and International Students
ESL Monitors:
Anne MASOJC and
Heather PIETROBON

St. David Communication Tools
Follow us on…. Twitter – @StDavidCeltics and
Instagram at stdavidcss and sign up for Newswire
To receive news releases and updates via Newswire, click here
NOTE: You may withdraw your consent at any time by
clicking on the link at the bottom of each email.

April 2nd = Good Friday

April 8th & 9th = Quad 3 Final Exams

April 4th = Easter Sunday

April 12th to 16th = Spring Break

April 5th = Easter Monday

April 21st = Quad 4 Begins

We invite you to attend the online presentation “5 Great Reasons for a Career in the Skilled Trade” on
Wednesday April 7th from 6:30 – 7:30pm.
Register now at: www.bepwr.ca

