
St. David will have an active school team addressing the unique mental health needs of our school community through a 

well developed and executed mental health action plan. 

 

Working toward strengthening the school commitment for the WCDSB”s vision for mental health and wellness through 

the initiatives which engage students, parents and staff in working towards a mentally healthy school community  

 

To strengthen the school commitment to student and staff spiritual health as a part of the healthy in mind, body and spirit 

strategic direction. 

 

To strengthen and cultivate school, parish and home relationships  

If a student can see the practical application of numeracy then they will be more engaged in their learning thus 

their achievement levels will increase.  We hope to achieve this increase in our EQAO scores to provincial 
standard in both the applied and academic level pathways by focusing on student understanding of algebraic 

reasoning, linear patterning and effective questioning.  

In order to do this, we will work with technology to support real-world understanding of mathematic principles 

that are applicable to student's math learning at the grade nine level (including students with IEP’s), and help 

them make connections between the word problems in the textbook and EQAO tests to those in the real-world.  

The 2016-17 target for Applied math is 55% and the Academic math is 84%.  

Need to identify the areas of weakness that students demonstrated with regard to specific reading and writing 

literacy skills, and  identify the types of questions that pose the greatest difficulty for our students  

If we create a set of on-line/D2L resources that focuses on these areas of weakness, then students should be 
better prepared for and more successful on the OSSLT. Noting that this year we have the opportunity for 

students to write the literacy test twice with targeted individualized feedback for those students who were 

unsuccessful prior to their second attempt.  

If we provide engaging, instructional, and relevant supports to teachers and students then they will have the 

tools to learn how to improve their teaching and literacy skills and in doing so be more successful on the 

OSSLT . The 2016-17 school target for first time eligible is 90%. 

If students see that opportunities exist and are relevant, and register for them, (SHSM, various Contests, UCEP, 

CCEP, Dual Credit, Skills Competition, Coop/Summer Coop, DECA, Junior Achievement, First Robotics, Zoom 
Days, SHAD valley, Video Competitions, English Writing, French contests, etc.) then student engagement will 

increase and students will see that their learning is relevant. 

If teachers use selected technology based on student needs to engage their students at the applied/college level   
pathway then the achievement levels will increase so that the gap compared to the academic/university level 

pathway decreases.  

To support the healthy in mind, body and spirit the following  initiatives have been put into place:  

Resiliency Survey– to direct school safety by acknowledging Student Voice 

Character Counts– to direct community building through positive student interactions daily 

D2L-  

Partnerships with our family of schools parishes 

Implementation stage for Christian Mediation 

 

In the EQAO student questionnaire, we were able to see that students voiced their mathematical outlook as 

being negative in both the applied and academic pathways.  From this, teachers recognized that making a 
connection between real life uses of mathematics and the practice found within the curriculum, student 
engagement would be likely to increase and be exhibited through EQAO 2016-2017 achievement. 

 
Students will be using technology (D2L, chromebooks, brightlinks), whiteboards in tandem with targeted 
assessment as learning instructional strategies. 

We will identify from EQAO reports areas of weakness in literacy skills and create strategies to build capacity 

in these areas. This will be managed through the administration of the on-line test in October so that we will be 
able to identify students and provide individualized programming for those who may be at-risk of failing the 
second OSSLT. Past evidence shows weakness in multiple choice questions, News Report Topic 

Development and use of conventions, and Open Response to Information passage. 

Other sources of evidence used to identify students at-risk are: past EQAO scores, CAT 4 results, Transition 

notes from grade 8, Grade 9 English Course level and achievement data, and IEP accommodations.  

Review of past practices has shown that after-school programs have very limited efficacy due to poor 
participation rates.  The greatest influence is classroom instruction.  We plan to create and refine resources for 

teachers and students that are cross-curricular, engaging, and appeal to a variety of learning styles (D2L).  

Goal #1 & 2:  Literacy & Applied/College Level Pathway 

21st Century Teaching & Learning/Differentiated Instruction 

1.2, 1.5, 3.1, 3.3, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 6.3, 3.1, 4.3, 4.5 

Goal #3:  Building Capacity 

Differentiated Instruction 

Professional Learning 2.1, 2.2, 2.4 

Increased use of chromebooks and D2L 

 St. David Catholic Secondary School Improvement Plan for Student Achievement 2016-17  

SYSTEM INQUIRY QUESTION:  What impact will collaborative teaching and learning, that focuses on the assessment for learning process, have on increasing the number of students approaching, achieving at or 

beyond the provincial standard K-12? 

SCHOOL INQUIRY QUESTION What is our definition of student academic engagement and what metrics will utilized to measure student academic engagement? (from Wondering Statements in 2015 District Support Report) 



 

 

(Enter School Name Here) SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT  

SYSTEM INQUIRY QUESTION:  (enter here) 

URGENT STUDENT LEARNING NEED:  (enter here) 


