
Series of Paragraphs 

 

Expressing an opinion on a given 

topic by writing a mini-essay 



Poor Answer 

The response is related to the prompt, and expresses and supports an 

opinion, but the opinion is inconsistent (yes in the first paragraph and no 

in the second paragraph).    There are insufficient supporting details: too 

few. 



Better Answer 

More……..-> 



continued 



Assessment 

   A clear and consistent opinion (teenagers do place too much 

importance on what they wear) is developed with sufficient specific 

supporting details (they spend too much money; they take too long 

to get ready; they feel “ugly” if they don’t have name brand clothing).  

 

Specific details and examples develop the argument: (pants and shirts 

and maybe a sweater can cost over 200$; they can get the same 

material and quality of pants somewhere else for 20$). The 

organization is logical.  

 

There is a clear introduction, body and conclusion. Ideas are clustered 

into paragraphs. Each paragraph includes a clear topic sentence 

and details that develop it. 



Strategies for the Series of 

Paragraphs 

 • Read the topic question and decide what 

   position you will take in your response. 

 

• Clearly state your opinion at the beginning and 

   end of your response. 

 

•Make it like a mini-essay. Include an 

   introduction, explanation of reasons, and a conclusion. 

 

• Support your opinion with reasons and relevant 

   examples or facts.  Pretend that you are like a lawyer presenting 
a case and supporting it with arguments. 

 

• Make sure the divisions between paragraphs 

   are clear. 


